
Black Rock Retreat - Camp Policies 

Dear Campers/Parents, 

Thank you for choosing Black Rock Retreat as your destination for an awesome summer camp experience!  We are excited 

about the opportunity to serve you this summer.  Please read the following information thoroughly so that you are acquainted 

with our policies on these important topics.  Feel free to call us if you have any questions about these policies. 

Cancellations/Refunds 

If you need to cancel for any reason, please call the Camp Registrar at 717-529-3232 ext. 120 or email at 

help@blackrockretreat.com to notify us.  Remember, your deposit is non-refundable and will be considered a donation to 

Black Rock Retreat.  Special cases will be reviewed on an individual basis and a refund will only be considered in extreme 

circumstances (i.e. an injury that results in a doctor prohibiting the camper from participating in camp).   

Cabinmate Requests 

On your registration form, you may request to be with up to two friends.  However, we reserve the right to split up groups and 

cabinmate requests without prior notification.  This may happen if a cluster of friends larger than three are requesting each 

other.  A large friend group in one cabin often leads to the forming of cliques which results in the feeling of exclusion from 

other campers in the cabin.  Cabinmates MUST be a mutual request from both/all three campers, be independently 

registered, close in age, and not siblings.  We strive to honor your requests, but we cannot guarantee that we will be able to 

accommodate them.  Cabin assignments are permanent on registration day and will not be changed. 

Visitors/Phone Calls/Mail 

Black Rock Retreat does not allow campers to have visitors or make/receive phone calls from a parent or anyone else while at 

camp unless there is an emergency.  If an emergency or difficulties with your child arise at camp, please be assured that the 

Summer Camp Director will be in communication with you.  We do encourage parents to write letters or emails to their child.  

Campers may have mail sent to them at: Camper Name – Cabin, Black Rock Retreat, 1345 Kirkwood Pike, Quarryville, PA 

17566.  Emails may be sent to scoffice@blackrockretreat.com.  Be sure to include camper name and cabin name in emails.  

Mail will be distributed to campers daily.  Campers will not have access to email, but may send you regular mail. 

Cell Phones 

Summer camp is a chance to “unplug” and connect with those around us and hear from God.  Cell phones can be a distraction 

and cause campers to disengage from people and activities.  Therefore, campers will not be permitted to have cell phones or 

any mobile device with them at camp.  If a cell phone is found at camp, it will be taken and kept in the Summer Camp 

Director’s office until the end of the week. 

Early Departures 

We discourage early departures and ask that every effort is made to allow campers to remain at camp for the entire week.  

Leaving camp for activities or events can leave a camper feeling disconnected from camp activities and friendships.  All early 

departures must be communicated at registration.  At the time of early pick-up, your child will meet you along with a staff 

member in front of the Administrative Office (first building on the left). 

Late Departures 

Please be prompt in picking up your child during the specified hour, as we are not set up to provide supervision after the close 

of the program.  We do charge a late fee of $5 per every 15 minutes past the pickup time. 

Food/Drink 

Any food/drink items brought to camp must be turned into the snack shop and the camper may eat it during snack shop times 

only.  To prevent attracting pests, food/drink items will not be permitted to be kept in the cabins.  Chewing gum is not 

permitted on camp grounds.   
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Medications 

All medications will be processed at registration by our Health Care Manager who will administer it throughout the week.  The 

Health Care Manager will keep all medication in a secure location and campers will not be permitted to keep medication with 

them.  In the case of a serious medical condition, there may be occasions where a camper may keep medications with them 

(epipen, insulin, etc.).  Prescription medication must be brought in the original container.   

Dress Code 

Black Rock Retreat does not intend to make judgments on what is morally right or wrong to wear, but we do believe that a 

certain standard of modesty should be upheld in the camp setting.  Therefore, the following rules will be enforced, and any 

camper whose attire is not satisfactory will be asked to change: 

1. Clothing worn at camp should not be too short, tight, or revealing.  Low cut neck lines, see through styles, spaghetti 

straps, yoga pants/tights/leggings, or fashions that expose midriffs, or undergarments are not permitted.  “Wife-beater” 

tank style undershirts for guys are not to be worn alone, nor shirts with large holes. 

2. Shorts must be at least finger length or mid-thigh when standing.  Pants or shorts with writing on the backside are not 

acceptable.  Yoga pants/tights are not to be worn alone. “Soffe” shorts or similar styles should be avoided. 

3. When girls wear tank tops, two must be layered together and it is recommended that the bottom layered tank be worn 

backwards, offering a higher cut in the front.  Guys are prohibited from going shirtless except when at the lake or pool.   

4. Swimming attire: modest one piece for girls that does not expose midriffs, cleavage, or large portion of the back.  A 

tankini is acceptable.  If only a two piece bathing suit is brought, it must be worn with a dark t-shirt over top.  Guys are 

not permitted to wear Speedos. 

5. Clothing that promotes drugs, alcohol, smoking & tobacco use, sex, violence, death (i.e. skulls), foul language, or 

questionable logos are not to be worn. 

Homesickness 

You will be notified and kept up to date if your child is more than just a little homesick, but we highly recommend that parents 

allow our staff to handle it.  Our counselors are highly trained and well equipped to help campers overcome homesickness.  

We rarely send campers home; even in severe cases the camper is glad they stayed at the end.  For more information, please 

download “Tips for Parents to Help Prevent Homesickness” on our website under “Summer Camp -> Forms and Other Info.” 

Bullying 

Harassing, hazing, instigating, name calling, put-downs, physical aggression, gossiping, or any other form of emotional, 

physical, or sexual bullying is strictly prohibited and completely intolerable at Black Rock Retreat.  Our staff is vigilant in 

stopping bullying and protecting campers.  Campers will be disciplined and their parents will be notified if their child is 

engaged in this type of behavior. 

Discipline 

Black Rock Retreat is committed to discipline that first seeks to reconcile, challenge, and help each camper to grow through 

their mistakes.  Consequences are a part of that process.  When a camper breaks a rule, the staff will set a consequence that 

we believe fits the offense which may include but is not limited to: making an apology, sitting out of an activity/event, 

completing a chore/task, losing snack shop privileges, etc.  We will never use any form of violence, intimidation, bullying, 

threatening, or neglect as a consequence.  If the offense is serious enough or repeated, the Summer Camp Director will get 

involved and call parents to inform them of the situation.  Our last resort is to send a camper home but may be necessary at 

times.  Offenses that may warrant parental involvement and/or dismissal from camp may include:  

         – Possession or use of cigarettes, alcohol, drugs, drug paraphernalia, or pornographic material. 

         – Physical fighting/bullying, verbal aggression, sexual harassment. 

         – Repeated use of foul speech, swearing, or disrespectful language towards God or others. 

         – Destruction or vandalism of camp property. 

         – Continued disregard for camp rules or refusal to respect/cooperate with staff. 

         – Repeated behavior that is ruining the experience of other campers. 


